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How Past Stories Influences Voice of the Narrator
Stories are written to inform and use past experiences to represent the present. The authors of many stories usually want to create masterpieces that could stand a test of time. A “story within a story” is a style used by many authors to compare past experiences of other people with present experiences affecting a character and in some cases the narrator. In the two short stories "Sonny's Blues" and "Track," the story of the past influences the narrator’s actions.
In "Sonny's Blues," the narrator is disturbed by Sonny’s behavior of abusing drugs that led to imprisonment. The narrator approaches this issue from the perspective of a caring parent. The narrator is a teacher who interacts with young children who show great ambition and determination. It is while the narrator is teaching that he remembers early memories of his brother while young and similarities become evident with his students. The teaching environment allows the narrator to picture Sonny while young with a face which was "bright and open" (Baldwin, 1957). Sonny is also described to enjoyed "great gentleness and privacy,” something that made me wonder where he finally went astray (Baldwin, 1957). It is this early life that the narrator realizes that good parenting could have helped Sonny to lead a better life. 
“Track” is based on fiction and tells a story of a lady who fell in love with a famous man but eventually got hurt from the actions of his celebrity boyfriend. It is at the start of the story that the narrator remembers the divorce incident that had been finalized by her mother. The narrator remembers the words ‘never give people what they want,’ and she knew that her actions and love for the boyfriend could have a sad ending (Flattery, 2017). Throughout the story, the narrator is fully aware of what would happen to their relationship.
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